Bridgewater College

BC Digital Commons
Bridgewater Magazine

Journals and Campus Publications

Winter 2006

Vol. 81, No. 3 | Winter 2006
Bridgewater College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.bridgewater.edu/bridgewater_magazine

To Contact Brid�ewater Ma�azine :
College Box 180, Bridgewater, Va. 22812
(540)828-5720
alumnews@bridgewater.edu
www.bridgewater.edu

Strengthening the Present
Securing the Future

Editor

I

Charles Culbertson

Class Notes Editor I Ma'ry K. Heatwole
Editorial Assistance by I Sandra J. Hottel
Contributing Writers

I

Jessica Clarke, Susan Keady,

Steve D. Cox, '81, Sports lnforn;ation Director

Photographers I Peggy Erwin, Tommy Thompson,
Jonathan Welch
Archive photos courtesy of Alexander Mack Memorial Library
Design by

I

Printed By I

Roberta White Byerly, whitespot design
McClung Companies, Waynesboro, Va.

Bridgewater

WINTER 2006
VOL. 81, No. 3

FEATURES
Troupe Movements

Scott Cole is the new guy on the theatrical
block at Bridgewater College, and intends
to follow some pretty big footprints with
big achievements of his own. Author
Susan Keady explores what this Denver
native and former philosophy major has in
mind for the theater program at BC.
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across the mall...
One Rockin' Convo Series

David Kaczynski
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W hat may be the most compelling Convo
cation Series in recent memory has held both
the Bridgewater College community and the
local press spellbound, as nationally renowned
speakers and history-makers have shared their
thoughts, experiences and visions for the future.
Audiences have jam-packed Cole Hall on a
number of occasions since the 2005-2006 series
began last August, and television, radio and
newspaper reporters have hungrily descended on
Convo guests for the choice story or sound bite.
One of the first guest speakers to garner such
attention was David Kaczynski, the brother of
Theodore Kaczynski - the so-called Unabomber
who mailed a series of bombs that killed three
people and injured 23 others over a 17-year
period.
Kaczynski, who spoke in September on
"Confronting Violence, Seeking Justice - The
Death Penalty in America" - became a focus of
media attention in 1996 when he tipped authori
ties that his brother might be the infamous mail
bomb murderer. W hen The Washington Post pub
lished the Unabomber's anti-technology "mani
festo," Kaczynski drew a comparison between the
Unabomber and his estranged brother, Ted, and
alerted the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Kaczynski ended his partnership with the
Justice Department when federal officials sought
the death penalty for his brother, despite argu
ments that he was "mentally ill with schizophrenia or that executing him would discour
age other families from following our
example in the future."
Later that month, one of the few
white people to work clo�ely with Dr.
Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks dur
ing the civil rights struggles of the 1950s
and '60s shared his experiences with
the community. Dr. Robert Graetz - an
active participant in the December 1955
Montgomery bus boycott who, as a result,
had three bombs hurled at his home - was
joined on the Cole Hall stage by Todd
Allen, co-founder of The Coalition for Ra-

cial and Ethnic
Diversity.
October
saw a media
and BC com
munity frenzy
as Aaron Ruell,
Aaron Ruell
an actor who
appeared in
the film "Napoleon Dynamite," made an ap
pearance to talk about the movie and his career.
Unknown to most adults - he has appeared in
only the one film - Ruell is a cult icon to those of
college age and, apparently, to media types. Cole
Hall's auditorium and balcony were full (extra
seating in the Carter Center with a video linkup
was standing by), and half a dozen reporters
interviewed Ruell before his address.
Other speakers this season have included
astronaut Patrick G. Forrester, climatologist and
global warming debunker Patrick Michaels, harp
ist Eve Watters and - perhaps most interesting
of all - Daryl Davis, a black author and musician
who set up surprise meetings with Ku Klux Klan
members and attended KKK rallies, all with a
view toward improving race relations.
The series has also included a debate on as
sisted suicide, the Vienna Choir Boys, an appear
ance by president of the ACLU, Nadine Strossen,
and a viewing of Charlie Chaplin's "The Gold
Rush," with BC assistant professor of music Larry
C. Taylor providing live organ accompaniment.
"It's been great to see the house packed so
often and for the media to exhibit such an inter
est," said Jeffrey Pierson, professor of commu
nication studies, department chair and director
for the Convo Series. "It just goes to show that
bringing compelling speakers and programs to
the series is the key, and for that I have to thank
all the committee members who help, as well as
the faculty, staff and students who provide ideas."
Pierson said his goal with the series is to put
together, over time, a program that is balanced
with views from the "right, left, center, and ev
erywhere in between." ■ cc
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BC Sophomores Are First to Sna�
VFIC/Philip Morris Scholarship
Bridgewater College sophomores Crystal Reynolds of Charlottesville, Va.,
and Alex Wilkens of Check, Va., have been selected as VFIC/Philip Morris USA
Scholars.
This marks the first time that Bridgewater College students have been
selected as VFIC/Philip Morris USA Scholars.
Reynolds and Wilkens, each of whom will receive $5,000 tuition for use
in their junior years, will have the chance to apply for internships with Philip
Morris. The grant may also be renewed for their senior years.
The Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges (VFIC) and Philip
Morris USA scholarship program accepted applications during the fall se
mester of 2005 from current VFIC sophomores for the highly-competitive
scholarship. A committee of VFIC trustees selected the recipients, which also
included students from Lynchburg College, Mary Baldwin College and Ran
dolph-Macon Woman's College.
Among the requirements for applying were a 3.0 cumulative grade-point
average and a declared major in the fields of accounting, biology, business
administration, chemistry, computer science, economics, engineering, finance
or physics.
Reynolds and Wilkens are both biology majors. ■ cc

Dr. Phillip Stone congratulates Elizabeth Lamm of
Cumberland, Md., on being awarded the John W.
and Lurene M. Duma Endowed Scholarship.

Senior Awarded Duma Endowed
Scholarship
A Bridgewater College rising senior has been
awarded the John Wand Lurene M. Durna En
dowed Scholarship.
Elizabeth Lamm of Cumberland, Md., who is
the daughter of Bea Lamm, received the $13,000
scholarship for achieving superior academic stan
dards and maintaining good campus citizenship.
The scholarship is also awarded to those who
intend to pursue a career in law.
Additionally, scholarship recipients must have
a grade point average of 3.25 (out of a possible
4.0) and maintain a satisfactory grade in the
College's Convocation Program.
The scholarship memorializes the affection
for Bridgewater College that John w. Duma (Class
of 1939) and Lorene M. Hartman Duma (Class of
1940) had for their alma mater.
The scholarship is limited to full-time students and is awarded for one year. cc
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Charles Scott to Retire
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Charles H. Scon, vice president for
institutional advancement, will retire from
his position at the end of the fiscal year,
June 30, 2006.
Following a banking career, Scott - a
1965 graduate of Bridgewater College - re
turned to his alma mater in 1996 as major
gifts officer and was named vice president
the following year. In the 1970s, Scott
served as alumni director at the College and
later held that position at James Madison
University.
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Meet the Trustees
The following is the first in a
series of articles that will intro
duce the readers of Bridgewater
Magazine and the Bridgewater

College community to the men
and women who comprise the
College's Board of Trustees. Each
edition of the magazine will
feature a profile of two trustees,
with the spotlight this time fall
ing upon J. Paul Wampler and
Marion E. Mason. We hope you
enjoy learning about these self
less, dedicated people, without
whom Bridgewater College could
not grow and excel.

4
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Scott has been a vital part of the senior
management team for almost 10 years. During
that time, he has worked tirelessly to upgrade and
strengthen the development work of the College.
New policies, systems and technology, together
with additional staffing during his tenure, have
made the department much more effective. He
has taken critical steps to help ensure a strong
institutional advancement effort in the coming
years. ■ mkh

By Charles Culbertson

J. Paul Wampler
The son of the Rev. Guy E. Wampler Sr., a Brethren minister, and the former
Ruby Kathryn Oellig, Joseph Paul Wampler grew up in Bassett, Va., where he at
tended the Mt. Hermon Church of the Brethren. His father was a firm believer in
education who encouraged not only his son, but several other youth from the Mt.
Hermon congregation, to pursue college educations.
Wampler earned his bachelor's degree at Bridgewater College in 1954
and says his favorite memories of the College include acting as dorm director
of Wardo Hall in his senior year and getting through "all the deadlines and
frustrations" as yearbook editor. Also in 1954 he married Priscilla Wakeman,
a descendant of Bridgewater College founder Daniel Flory, and continued his
education at the Medical College of Virginia. He received his M.D. degree in
1958 and, in 1963, completed his surgical internship and residency at M.C.V.
At that time Wampler moved to Manassas, Va., to begin his medical
practice.
Wampler, who is now retired, has been involved in a wide variety of
professional associations as well as community services. His professional affili
ations include the American College of Surgeons, American Board of Surgery,
Prince William Medical Society, Virginia Medical Society, Alpha Omega Alpha
Society and American Cancer Society.
Since their move to Manassas in 1963, Paul and Priscilla Wampler have
been staunch supporters of the Manassas Church of the Brethren. Both have
been members of the choir, and Dr. Wampler has served as chairman of the
Church Board in addition to serving on and chairing various committees. His
community activities have also included membership on the board of direc
tors for the First Manassas Bank and Trust Co., of which he was a founder
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Stone Named to Lincoln Forum Advisory Board
Bridgewater President Phillip Stone has been
elected to the board of advisors for The Lincoln
Forum - an assembly of people who share a deep
interest in the life and times of U.S. President
Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War era.
Stone, a Lincoln scholar and founder of The
Lincoln Society of Virginia, was elected at the
Forum's Nov. 18 meeting for his "long-term com
mitment to the study of Abraham Lincoln as well
as your leadership as president of Bridgewater
College and The Lincoln Society of Virginia."
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The Lincoln Forum explores the life and
times of the nation's 16th president through a ros
ter of activities and projects that include sympo
sia, tours, student essay competitions, a newsletter
and an annual award to recognize special contributions to the field of Lincoln studies.
cc
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and organizer. He has worked with the United Way, and - since 1971 - has
devoted enormous amounts of time, energy and resources as a member of the
Bridgewater College Board of Trustees.
The Wamplers have two grown children - G. Benjamin Wampler, a 1982
BC graduate and a physician and surgeon, and Kathryn Wampler Stone, a 1987
graduate of Bridgewater and a registered nurse.

Marion Mason
Marion E. Mason has been a successful businessman and community
leader who has given unwavering support and leadership to Bridgewater Col
lege since his graduation in 1953. He is the son of Luther Lee and Edith Mae
Snead Mason, both teachers in Louisa County.
A former teacher and school principal in Botetourt County, Mason
earned a master of education degree from the University of Virginia in 1959.
The next year, he joined Leggett Stores as an accountant. Twenty years later,
when Mason was elected treasurer and assistant secretary of the department
store chain, Leggett operated 63 stores in Virginia and neighboring states. He
later became controller and treasurer and was elected to Leggett's board of
directors, holding these positions until his retirement in 1995. He also served
a term as chairman of the Virginia Retail Merchants Association.
When Mason and his wife, the former Joan Myers (a 1954 Bridgewater
graduate), lived in Madison Heights, Va., they were active members of the
Lynchburg Church of the Brethren, and he served twice as the church's mod
erator. After he retired, they moved to Bridgewater, where they are members
of the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.

J. Paul Wampler

Marion Mason

■

Winter 20061

5

a
C
r
0
s
s

t
h
e

President's Dinner Honors Five
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The Hon. Glenn Weatherholtz, Melvin o.
Wampler and Bonnie Lou Wampler were honored
at the annual President's Dinner at Bridgewater
College on Oct. 7.
The event also celebrated the College's
strongest financial supporters. Weatherholtz re
ceived the Outstanding Leadership Award, Melvin
Wampler was presented the Outstanding Service
Award and Bonnie Lou Wampler was given an
Honorary Alumnus Award. Also honored were
two seniors, Reaean Chaney and Bradley D. Hayes,
who each received an Outstanding Student Service
Award.

Glenn M. Weatherholtz
Glenn M. Weatherholtz, a member of the
Virginia House of Delegates, was born in Shenan
doah County and raised as an orphan in two
homes. He graduated from Triplett High School
in Mount Jackson, and earned college credits at
LaSalle University, the University of Southern
California, the University of Colorado and the
University of Virginia.
Weatherholtz served a two-year tour of duty
with the U.S. Army. After service in Germany, he
returned to the Old Dominion and served the Vir
ginia State Police for more than 10 years. In 1956,
he married Blanch Gordon, with whom he had
four children. The Weatherholtzes are members of
Brown Memorial United Church of Christ where
he sings in the choir, is a lay reader and an elder
on the church governing board.
In 1971, Weatherholtz was elected sheriff
of Rockingham County and Harrisonburg, and
earned re-election five times. He is a member of
the Virginia and National Sheriffs' associations,
the F.B.I. Virginia Academy Associates and the
F.B.I. National Academy Associates.
His appointments include the chairman
ship of the Accreditation Committee for the
Virginia Sheriffs' Association and the Virginia
Chiefs of Police Association; membership on the
Law Enforcement Advisory Committee, Blue
Ridge Community College; and two gubernato-
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rial appointments - to the board of the Statewide
Inter-Departmental Radio System by former Gov.
Douglas Wilder, and to the Hazardous Materials
Commission by former Gov. George Allen.
Weatherholtz has been named Outstanding Law Enforcement Officer of the Year by the
Harrisonburg Moose Lodge and Outstanding
Lawman of the Year by the Harrisonburg Kiwanis
Club. Additionally, as sheriff, he received the Law
Enforcement Commendation by the Sons of the
American Revolution and was elected to the Vir
ginia House of Delegates where he serves on four
legislative committees - Agriculture, Chesapeake
and Natural Resources; Courts of Justice; Militia,
Police and Public Safety; and Counties, Cities and
Towns. Weatherholtz also works on several other
committees, including one that studies treatment
options for offenders with mental illnesses, the
Attorney Generals' Gang Task Force and the board
of directors of Virginia Schools for the Deaf and
the Blind.
Weatherholtz was named Legislator of the
Year in 2003 by the Virginia Sheriffs' Association
and was voted the Friendliest and Nicest Legisla
tor by the House Clerk's staff.

Melvin D. Wampler
Melvin D. Wampler was born in Newbern,
Va., and spent the first few years of his life in that
area. His father, a Brethren minister, took the
family to Harrisonburg for two years and then to
Petersburg, WVa., where Wampler graduated from
Petersburg High School in 1958.
He attended Bluffton College in Bluffton,
Ohio and earned his bachelor's degree in business
administration and business education in 1962. In
1965 he completed his master's degree in business
education at Bowling Green State University in
Bowling Green, Ohio.
Between 1962 and 1966, Wampler served as
a high-school teacher at North Baltimore High
School in North Baltimore, Ohio. In July 1966 he
was hired by Bridgewater College as assistant busi
ness manager, a post he held until July 1983 when
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The President's Dinner in October honored (left photo, from left) Melvin D. Wampler, Bonnie Lou Wampler and the
Hon. Glenn Weatherholtz. Also honored were two BC seniors (right photo, from left!, ReaQan Chaney and
Bradley D. Hayes, who each received an OutstandinQ Student Service Award.

the College promoted him to the position of busi
ness manager and treasurer, Wampler remained in
that job until 1998 when again the College moved
him up the ladder, this time to the position of
assistant vice president for facilities and support
services,
Wampler's duties included the financial man
agement of the College's physical plant, auxiliary
enterprises and other support programs,
He retired from Bridgewater College June
30, 2005,
Tirelessly active in the community,
W ampler has donated countless hours to civic
and charitable organizations, In addition to
serving as a member of the Bridgewater Town
Council from 1987 to 1996 (with several years
as vice mayor), W ampler also gave of his time
and talent to the Bridgewater Industrial Devel
opment Authority, Outside the governmental
arena, he has also served on the Rockingham
County School Board Advisory Committee for
Special Education and the board of the Harri
sonburg/Rockingham United W ay,
Wampler's civic, community and church
work include membership in the Bridgewater

Ruritan Club, the North Baltimore Lions Interna
tional, the Bridgewater Interchurch Council and
the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, In his
church he holds several leadership roles, includ
ing deacon, chairman of the Deacon Welfare
Committee, chairman of the Foundation Board
and usher, In the past, Wampler has served his
church as a member of the Christian Education
Commmission, superintendent of the Church
School, president of Men's Fellowship, youth
department adviser and teacher, chairman of the
District Disaster Relief and member of the Board
of Administration,
Additionally, Wampler has served as a board
member of Brethren Benefit Trust, the financial
arm of the Church of the Brethren. This trust
manages the funds of many agencies and indi
viduals totaling several hundred million dollars.
Wampler has been a member since 1995 and cur
rently serves on the Investment Committee.
Wampler and his wife, Glenda, are the
parents of Philip, who is deceased, and Pamela
Wampler Butler, '86.
Continued ...page 8
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Bonnie Lou Wampler
Bonnie Lou (May) Wampler was born in Har
risonburg and raised on her family's farm - May
Meadows Farms - in Singers Glen. From an early
age she demonstrated an interest in home economics
and, in particular, the activities of the 4-H Club. It
was an interest that was to remain throughout her
life and, in 1948, her involvement in the club would
lead her to meet the man she would marry. When
Bill Wampler, 4-H state president, asked Bonnie
Lou to ride home with him from a 4-H meeting, she
agreed. Three years later, in 1951, they were mar
ried and celebrated their 54th wedding anniversary
on Sept. 22, 2005.
Wampler and her husband ran May Mead
ows Farms for many years, maintaining a family
tradition that earned the site a Centennial Farm
designation from the commonwealth of Virginia. A
Centennial Farm is a working farm of 10 or more
acres that has been continuously owned by the
same family for at least 100 years. In addition to
raising two 100-cow herds of Angus and Charolais
cattle, the Wamplers grew some 120,000 tom tur
keys a year in their general farming operation.
The couple has had four children: Melinda,
who teaches at Saddleback Community College in
California; Charles, who is in research for General
Motors in Detroit; David, who is deceased; and
Suzanne, who is a 1986 graduate of Bridgewater
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College and lives in Richmond. The Wamplers
have four grandchildren.
Wampler, who is a graduate of Linville-Edom
High School, graduated from Madison College
(now James Madison University) in 1951 with a
degree in home economics. She has served as a
volunteer for Bridgewater Retirement Community
and as a member and president of the Dayton
Extension Homemakers Club.
Her 4-H Club work has been extensive
throughout the years, and includes serving as an
organizational 4-H Club leader at Dayton where
she taught sewing for many years; membership in
the presitgious Rockingham 4-H All-Star; work as
secretary of the State 4-H Club Congress (in cloth
ing achievement).
Wampler is an active member of the Dayton
Church of the Brethren where she serves as a
deacon. She is also active on the board of directors
for Fort Harrison, Inc. and is a member of the Blue
Stone Society.
Bonnie Lou and Bill Wampler have extensive
ly supported Bridgewater College throughout the
years, attending nearly all of its events and giving
of their time and resources to further its programs
and educational mission. Wampler was named
an honorary alumna by the Bridgewater College
Alumni Association Board of Directors, and is only
the fifth person in the College's history to receive
the honor. ■ cc

BC Speakers Bureau Rolls Off the Press
e
Speakers Bur au
2oos-2007
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Everyone knows that Bridgewater College is full of experts, but
now there's a way to pinpoint just
the right person with just the right
expertise and put them to good
use. The 2005-2007 Speakers
Bureau, listing more than 85
presentations by 25 faculty and
staff members, is now available through the BC Office of
Media Relations.
The booklet, which has
already been distributed cam
puswide and to area schools,

churches and civic clubs, is a 30-page treasure
trove featuring speakers and topics that range from
"BambaZonke" - a variety of African stories - to
creating effective Web sites for churches and other
organizations.
The booklet got its start when the Office of
Media Relations invited all faculty and staff who
have specialized knowledge - and who were willing
to share that knowledge in speaking engagements
- to be included in the Speakers Bureau booklet.
The respondents provided summaries on each topic
they would be willing to address, and the result
is a fascinating resource for anyone who needs a
compelling speaker.
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Thornley Memorialized in Colle�e Concert
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The late Thomas Robert Thornley Jr. - a member of the Bridgewater College music faculty from 1972
to 1997 and chairman of the music department at the time of his retirement
- was memorialized in a special concert Nov. 20 in the College's Carter
Center.
The concert featured the Bridgewater College Symphonic Band under
the direction of Assistant Professor of Music Dr. John R. DeSotel. The pro
gram included the "Lone Star Overture," by Thomas Doss; "Shenandoah,"
by Frank Ticheli; the march from the film "1941," by John Williams; and
"Symphonic Songs for Band," by Robert Russell Bennett.
Thornley, who died in 2005, introduced a jazz program that remains
strong and, in 1972 and 1974, was named Professor of the Year by vote of
the student body.
With music faculty and Professor William Albright of the English
Department, Thornley also taught Elderhostel and interterm courses such
as "Music and Literature Between the World Wars," "Music of the Big Band
Era" and "Music of Sub-Saharan Africa."
Before coming to Bridgewater, Thornley taught at South Carolina State
University and was professor of music education at Campbell University in
North Carolina. He performed with many big bands and orchestras that
backed artists such as Frank Sinatra, Patti Page, The Four Freshmen and
Isaac Hayes.
Thornley also toured with the New York Road Company of "South
Pacific" and "Guys and Dolls," Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey
Circus, and Holiday on Ice bands.
Thornley began graduate work at Columbia University in New York,
received a master's of music education degree from the University of South
Carolina, and an Ed.D. from the University of Virginia.
Thornley established the Thomas R. Thornley Sr. Music Scholarship in honor of his father. Remem
brances for Thornley may be made to the scholarship fund c/o the Office of Institutional Advancement,
Bridgewater College. ■ cc
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Speakers are available with expertise on
playing the game of chess, hydroponics, the art of
storytelling, interpersonal communication, learning
disabilities and differences, attention-deficit hyper
activity disorder and teaching memory strategies to
children. Topics also include terrorism, Iraq, the
ethical considerations of stem cells and examining
DNA fingerprinting.
Copies of the Speakers Bureau booklet may
be obtained by calling the BC Media Relations
Office at (540) 828-5486, by sending e-mail to
mheatwol@bridgewater.edu, or by writing to
Media Relations, College Box 180, Bridgewater
College, Bridgewater VA 22812-1599. mkh
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By Susan Keady

Photos by Tommy Thompson

"I love teathing and getting
students as extited about
theater as I am. I really want
to bring that passion and ex
titement to them, and to the
program here at Bridgewater."
-sco11co1e

If it takes big ideas to fill big
shoes, then Scott W Cole is
well on his way to creating a
substantial footprint at Bridgewater College.
Cole is the new guy on
the theatrical block here, having
joined the College as an assistant profes
sor of theater in the fall of 2005. The
oversized shoes he's stepping into were

cobbled together over a 33-year period
by Ralph MacPhail Jr., and represent an
educational commitment that runs far
and deep in the theater department. But
Cole, who comes to the task wearing
some pretty hefty creative brogans of
his own, is approaching the task with
confidence, vision and energy.
"Professor MacPhail left this won
derful legacy centered on education and

performance, and it's up to me to con
tinue - and to build upon - that legacy,"
Cole said. "Fortunately, my colleagues
have been supportive of my ideas, some
of which require making substantial
changes in the theater department."
The changes Cole has both pro
posed and has already implemented
strike at the very heart of the discipline.
For one, he has revised the theater ►

■

Winter 2006

I

11

minor - there is currently no theater
major at BC - to balance theory with
practice. Required courses now inc1ude
acting, theater stagecraft, world theater
history and production lab. Cole has
also instituted a slate of new elective
offerings that include improvisation,
directing, contemporary theater and
environmental theater.
"The goal is that a student who
earns a minor in theater from Bridge
water College will be well prepared
for any continued work in the field,
whether onstage or backstage, or in the
audience," Cole said. "This is because
they will have studied and experienced
theater broadly."
Cole is quick to point out that much
of what he calls the "grist" for the re
vised minor was already in place within
theater courses already being offered.
"I just tightened things up in some
places, and expanded others to be sure
our students are getting a depth of
theater experience that is comparable
to that available at other colleges and
universities," he said.
Cole is also broadening the Bridge
water College theater experience by
bringing in guest artists and speakers
- set and costume designers, stage man-

12
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agers, actors - to conduct workshops,
and has accomplished what can only be
described as a bit of academic surgery by
separating the formal theater program
(now known as Theatre at Bridgewater)
and the Pinion Players, which is now the
student-driven theater club.
The Pinion Players, Cole noted, has
taken his goal of greater student theatri
cal involvement and given it life with
plans for children's shows, staged read
ings and a madrigal dinner, along with
the Pinion Players' annual spring student
one-act festival. It all brings a smile to
Cole's face.
"One of the big things that I hope
my own legacy here at Bridgewater will
reflect is an expansion of the theater
program in general, and the presentation
of as much theater as possible - not only
by myself, but by the students and guest
artists."
That goal seems well on the way to
being achieved, since there was only one
declared theater minor in the fall and
now, said Cole, he has nine - an eight
fold increase. To boot, at any given time
there are between 30 and 35 students
who are auditioning, brainstorming,
conferring with him about potential
projects and laying out plans for summer

internship opportunities.
It's precisely the kind of involve
ment he likes to see, particularly since it
mirrors, in a way, his own metamorpho
sis from history and philosophy major to
full-time pursuer of all things theatrical.
"I went to Colby College and had
absolutely no interest in theater," said
Cole, who is a native of Denver. "I knew
nothing about it and didn't really want
to. I believed, a bit, in that old stereo
type that theater people always dressed
in black and hung out behind the build
ing smoking cigarettes."
Colby offered a program called
February Freshman, in which a select
number of incoming students could
spend their first semester - not at Colby
itself - but in various academic ports
of call, among them Mexico, France or
London. Cole chose London because,
he admits, he didn't want to have to
speak French or Spanish. And it was
in London, the theatrical center of the
western world, that Cole was bitten by
the bug.
"I lived in a flat with several other
freshman guys, and we were on our own
in terms of getting to classes and attend
ing certain evening theatrical perfor
mances," he said. "Everything was open

to us, and I completely dove into going
to the theater. That semester I averaged
three or four nights a week seeing some
sort of production - West End, fringe
and everything in between."
He said that his newfound passion
for theater, combined with the passion
for it that his professors had, set a new
course for him. He returned to London
in his junior year, this time to study
theater exclusively.
"I love teaching and getting stu
dents as excited about theater as I am,"
Cole said. "I really want to bring that
passion and excitement to them, and to
the program here at Bridgewater."
Part of Cole's strategy is to dem
onstrate that theater is more than just
what happens on the stage, that it is a
melding into a single entity of historical,
social, political and cultural influences.
You can, he tells his students, read a play
and ask who wrote it, who it was written
for, what was going on in the world at
the time of its writing, and by doing so
gain a depth and breadth of understand
ing far beyond anything a simple plot or
story line will reveal.
This kind of suggestive teaching is,
in fact, what Cole would like to be re
membered for by those passsing through

the theater department at Bridgewater
College.
"Bertolt Brecht said that when he
died, he wanted his tombstone to read,
'Here lies Bertolt Brecht. He made sug
gestions,"' said Cole. "I would love to
be remembered similarly - that students
don't have to buy everything I teach
them, but that I give them a lot of infor
mation and make it possible for them
to examine, reason and think indepen
dently."
He would also like to be remem
bered as the man who transformed the
theater minor at Bridgewater into a
theater major.
"That is, certainly, a primary goal,"
he said, "and one that may take some
time to achieve. But I think it's worth
pursuing."
Until then, however, Cole is intent
on making Theater at Bridgewater an
exhilarating place to be, not only for
students, but for the world at large.
"I hope people come and see for
themselves what's going on, and can
answer for themselves, 'W ho is this new
guy and what is he bringing to theater at
Bridgewater College?" ■

You can get a firsthand
look at some of Scott
Cole's directorial
handiwork when
Theatre at Bridgewa
ter presents "Nora;'
Ingmar Bergman's
adaptation of Henrik
Ibsen's play, "A Doll's
House;' March 16-18
at 8 p.m., and March
19 at 3 p.m.
Reservations are
required, and may be
obtained - along with
further information
- by calling
540-828-8000.
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By Jessica Clarke

Photos by Jonathan Welch

Above: Looking
at all the angles
- Robyn and Kris Kline
on the job.
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ALEXANDER, N.C. - Kris Kline's habitat
hasn't changed much since his days at Bridgewater
College. The way to find him then usually was to
look up.
He may have been scaling Dillon Hall - with
out a climbing harness or rope. Or wearing gear
in an ascent of Wright Hall. He could have been
navigating a rock face at Hone Quarry west of
campus.
Kline, a 1984 graduate, often is elevated now,
too, as he bushwhacks through the mountains of
western North Carolina. Perched atop the observa
tion tower at Mount Mitchell, at 6,684 feet the
highest peak in the country east of the Mississippi
River.
Tromping along trails off the Blue Ridge
Parkway, crawling through rhododendrons with a
metal detector or swinging from the trees 20 feet
off the ground.
Like a forest detective, Kline spends much
of his time camouflaged by wilderness, searching

for wooden stakes, stones, old fencing and other
evidence of boundary lines.
"I've always had a skewed idea of fun," says
Kline, a professional land surveyor. He is the son
of two Bridgewater graduates, retired art professor
Paul Kline, '53, and Betty Halterman Kline, '55.
Skewed or not, Kris and his wife, Robyn War
ren Kline, also a 1984 Bridgewater graduate, are
having fun with their surveying business, 2 Point
Inc., based from their home here just north of
Asheville.
With an annual gross of more than $100,000,
no employees to track and varied terrain to troll
on, the surprise for Robyn has been the enjoy
ment. "I just didn't think we'd have this much
darn fun," she says.
The Klines started 2 Point, a name taken from
a surveying term, in 2000. They were ready for
something new after a long stint with an Asheville
surveying company with which Kris was a partner
and Robyn was office manager.

Going
"like
corn"
work.
these

through weeds
a rat through
may sound like
Just don't tell
1984 BC alums.

Kris was tired of training employees and
didn't want to manage people. "You work your
way to the top, and then it shoves you into the of
fice, where you don't want to be," he says.
Aversion to being shoved inside all day influ
enced Kris' decision to change his major at Bridge
water from computer science to general science.
He was introduced to surveying, or measuring
angles and distances to determine boundaries, by
a climbing buddy in college. Kline's first surveying
job, as an entry-level rodman, was with a Harri
sonburg, Va., company.
After graduation, Kline moved to Asheville,
drawn to the best rock climbing he had experi
enced in the country. Robyn moved, too, drawn
to Kline. They worked for a surveyor in Brevard
near Asheville and married in 1985. Kris became
a licensed surveyor while Robyn had other jobs
before joining her husband's surveying company in
Asheville in the 1990s.
The climbing continued outside the busi-

ness, too. The Klines, both 43,
rock climbed together for a while.
Robyn had no choice. "I'm married to
this nut," she says.
Many surveyors are rock climbers, says Kris,
and he credits the hobby with helping him in his
work. He hung up his harness because of knee
problems but remains limber and light at 133
pounds. A perfect size for belly-crawling like a
squirrel or bounding like a billy goat, whatever the
job requires.
Robyn calls him "squirrel boy," his alter ego,
a guy who "goes through weeds like a rat through
corn," she says.
Some people at Bridgewater associate Kris
with that kind of vigor.
"I remember him as being rather kinetic, as
if there was a lot of energy in him ready to burst
out," says Michael Hill, a biology professor who
taught Kline in several classes. "His enthusiasm
was contagious." ►
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1 iust didn't think we'd have this much darn fun." -Robyn Kline

For the Klines, being in
the great out-of-doors
is a large part of what
makes their surveying
business fun.
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That enthusiasm may be partly behind the
success of 2 Point Inc,
Kline recently bought Global Positioning
System, or GPS, equipment, which determines
latitude and longitude. "I think he's like a kid at
Christmas with new
toys," says Webb
Morgan, who owns
an Asheville surveying
company.
The Klines are
busy enough to turn
away work, and most
of their clients come
from referrals. And
that's with competition
from dozens of local
surveyors.
"I think everyone
has a lot of respect for
Kris' work," Morgan
says of the tightknit
surveymg commu
nity around Asheville.
"Surveyors by nature
are anal-retentive. We
worry about the little
things. I think Kris is
at the top of the list."
At first, the prospect of starting a business
was scary for the Klines. "You're essentially going
outside of your comfort zone," says Robyn, who
keeps the books, manages the office and is the
field crew.
The couple consulted her father, a retired
executive with business experience. And the Klines
borrowed $35,000 to buy state-of-the-art survey
ing equipment and computer software.
Their office contains colorful and intricate
maps, some topographic and with legends that
include trees and shrubs. Kris created an elaborate
map to their house that reflects his surveying expe
rience, with distances and landmarks detailed. An
important tool they use for detail is a theodolite,
a telescope that measures horizontal and vertical angles and distances of up to three miles. The
instrument, which sits on a tripod, is accurate to
an eighth of an inch.
The SUV that carts the Klines in their intrepid

wanderings contains other equipment: a red and
white pole on which is mounted a prism that helps
measure distances and angles, a machete for bush
whacking, a metal detector.
Always prepared.
Hill figured Kris would pursue an environ
ment-related job. W hile Kris was at Bridgewater,
"It hit me that he was one of those rare people
who can do just about anything they want if they
prepare and plan for it," Hill says.
W hat the Klines enjoy most about their work
is the variety.
One day surveying an addition for a high
school or siting and staking houses in large subdi
visions to address drainage issues, the next survey
ing 2,000 acres in a watershed for a conservation
group.
Part sleuthing, the job requires sometimes
tracing property deeds back 200 years. "Archaeol
ogy and botany and research skills and astronomy.
It all comes into play," Kris says.
Disputes come into play, too. And that's
where he is creating a niche for their business.
Kline does research for boundary disputes
and testifies in court cases. "I love arguing with
attorneys. Splitting hairs is just a ball of fun," says
Kline, president of the western chapter of the
North Carolina Society of Surveyors.
Having fun apart from their business includes
gardening, sewing and relaxing with four cats
and two llamas at their home on five acres near
the French Broad River. The couple is building a
studio for Robyn, from Ellicott City, Md., who
was an art major at Bridgewater. Their house is
decorated with her colored-pencil drawings and
with woodcuts and photographs by Paul Kline,
who influenced Robyn's decision to attend the
college.
Kris never considered going to another
school. His family's growing legacy at Bridgewater
includes his grandparents, uncles, an aunt, his sis
ter Pam and a nephew, Ryne Murphy, a freshman.
A liberal arts education is important, Robyn
and Kris say.
"It teaches you different points of view and
that there are always different ways of thinking
about something," Robyn says.
For the Klines, surveying or not, it's about
looking at life from many angles.

By Charles Culbertson

f you're not into horses other
than, say, enjoying the occasional

cowboy movie on Turner Classic
Movies
it's entirely possible you
wouldn't understand the purpose or value
of a college equestrian program. A
collegiate minor in horseback riding? Oh,
please. Might as well study underwater fire
prevention, leisure analysis or creative shuffleboarding.
Sophomore
Sara Kate Moore
- whose interest
in occupational
therapy and
horseback riding will
one day merge into
her own therapeutic
riding facility.
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But that, as they might say in BC's equine studies program,
is so much horsehooey.
Never mind that the program has, since its inception in 1999, consistently won accolades, trophies and
national titles, garlanding the College's reputation and enriching the academic lives of its students. Never
mind that its very presence stands as a powerful recruiting tool in a state famous for its equestrian pursuits.
Never mind all that. Even if none of it were true, there really are very tangible, very practical applications
for a study of the finer points of equine arts.
Two BC students are living proof of that. Indi
vidually, sophomore Sara Kate Moore and freshman
Christopher J. Caniglia intend to pursue completely
different career paths. And yet, each is relying on
BC's equine studies program - which is a part of the
department of health and exercise science - to get
them where they want to go. That, if each is success
ful, could be a considerable distance.
Moore, of Fredericksburg, Va., is an allied health
science major whose primary goal is a career in oc
cupational therapy. In conjunction with that, she one
day hopes to own and operate a facility that offers
therapeutic riding to people with disabilities.
"Therapeutic riding is a form of therapy that uses
horses to help people with a wide range of disabilities,
whether physical, learning or even em�tional," said
Moore. "It's a unique, holistic approach to therapy,
rehabilitation and recreation that is becoming more
and more important in the way disabilities are treated
these days."

The benefits of therapeutic riding include the
development of mobility, balance and coordination,
the improvement of muscle tone and strength, and
an increased concentration and improved learning
skills. This challenging recreational activity also has
been known to foster a sense of independence and
achievement, as well as develop self confidence and
motivation.
"What riding does is to stimulate all the muscles
that don't get used when a person is confined to a
wheelchair, or is restrained by having to use crutch
es," said Moore. "The motion created by a horse's
gait is very similar to that created when a human
walks, and so it moves the body in that way and helps
the disabled to move and strengthen their muscles."
Moore, who developed her interest in therapeu
tic riding in the sixth grade by watching an episode of
the television show, "Touched By An Angel," said that
while she has already had practical experience with
the therapy, BC's equine studies program has given
her a stronger basis upon which to build her skills.
"I've definitely learned a great deal," she said.
"The level and quality of instruction have given me
a wealth of in-depth knowledge that, I am sure, will
help me combine occupational therapy with horse
back riding and create a successful therapy program."
Caniglia, of Waldorf, Md., is a freshman at BC with enough credits to push him to sophomore status.
He has been riding since the age of 10, has competed on riding circuits throughout his teen years, and is
at Bridgewater as a biology major. His goal? To become a large-animal veterinarian, with an emphasis on
horses.
"Horses are my passion and I want to be involved with them for the rest of my life," he said. "The
equine studies program here at Bridgewater is giving me exactly what I need to pursue that goal."
He said that the BC program provides him with an excellent mix of classes - some directed at the
training end of the discipline, others at the scientific end. While he said he enjoys both, it is the biology
major (and burgeoning vet) in him that makes the classes in the biology of horses and equine health and
disease the most interesting.
In addition to the scholarly end of things, Caniglia said he enjoys the opportunities BC gives him to
compete - as does Moore. For these students, even though career objectives comprise a basic interest in
BC's equine studies program, they are, first and foremost, competitors. And the sport, which is a varsity
pursuit at Bridgewater that is governed by the Intercollegiate Horse Show Association, is tough to both get
into and excel in.
But whether or not the coming years give them the time to compete, both Caniglia and Moore agree
that the equine studies program at Bridgewater has provided a good springboard from which to pursue
real-life goals with potentially far-reaching effects. That, they will tell you, is real horsepower. ■

Freshman
C.J. Caniglia rides
"Houston" in the
Upperville (Va.) Colt
and Horse Show.
Caniglia is enrolled
in the Bridgewater's
equine studies
program and plans
to use the minor to
help him prepare for
a career in veteri
nary medicine.

"The level and quality of instruction have given me a wealth of in-depth
knowledge that, I am sure, will help me combine occupational therapy with
horseback riding and create a successful therapy program." -

Sara Kate Moore
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eagle sports...

By Steve Cox, '81
Bridgewater College's football team soared to new
heights in the fall 2005 season, ending up with a 10-2
overall record and its fifth - count it - fifth straight Old
Dominion Athletic Conference (ODAC) championship.
The Eagles finished with a 6-0 ODAC record,
which marks the fifth consecutive year the team has
finished undefeated against conference competition.
Bridgewater has now won 35 successive ODAC games.
"It's human nature for people to take winning and
championships for granted, but from my perspective,
the fifth one is tougher than the first one," said head
football coach Mike Clark, who was named ODAC
Coach of the Year for the fourth time. "But looking
at this senior group, I'm proud of them. In order to
achieve this they had to overcome some great chal
lenges.
"This," he added, "gives them reason to come
back here for a long time and celebrate, and I'm grate
ful for that."
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Bridgewater also qualified for the NCAA Division
III playoffs for the sixth straight year, a feat
that gives the College the third-longest streak in the
nation. The Eagles picked up victories over Washing
ton and Jefferson (30-21) and Thiel (24-13) before
losing in the national quarterfinals to Wesley College
46-7.
The 2005 football season also saw seven Bridge
water players named to the All-ODAC first team.
Senior running back Marcus washin!!ton and senior
linemen Paul Getty and Nicholas Reese were named
to the first-team offense, while senior tackle Chuck
Brown, sophomore linebacker Antwaine Campo, junior
cornerback Josh Kni!!ht and senior safety Adrian �ern
don represented the defense.
The Eagles also placed four players on the All
ODAC second team - two on offense and two on de
fense. Selected to the second team were junior running
back Winston Youn!!, senior center Troy Burnen, junior ►
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Eagles Fly High
in Other Sports
Volleyball
The Eagles volleyball team turned
in another impressive season in
2005 as they finished with a 29-4
overall record and an 8-2 mark in
the ODAC.

Field Hockey
The BC field hockey team finished
its season with a 9-10 overall record
and a 3-5 mark in the ODAC.

Men's Soccer
A tough schedule this season saw
the men's soccer team post a 1010-1 overall mark and a 5-4 mark in
the ODAC.

Women's Soccer
The women's soccer team finished
the season with a 5-10-3 overall
record and a 3-8 ODAC mark.

Cross Country
The Bridgewater cross country
teams turned in a solid season, with
the men placing fourth at the ODAC
championship meet and the women
placing fifth.

■

defensive end David Clements and senior
safety Deon Mays.
Senior tight end Corey Hulsebus and
junior linebacker Brandon Borst received
All-ODAC honorable mention. ■
Previous Paf!e: The 2005 Bridgewater College

Football team celebrates after winning 50-30

over Catholic, and securing their record-setting
Fifth straight ODAC championship.
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Washin�ton Dazzles All-Stars
in Aztec Bowl
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By Steve Cox

Brid�ewater senior Marcus Washin�ton added an
extra �ame to his playin� schedule this season when
he was invited to play in
the Aztec Bowl on Dec. 17,
2005, in Toluca, Mexico.
Each year, the United States team
travels to Mexico to meet that country's
collegiate all-stars. The U.S. team is
made up of the top players in Division
III football.
"W hen I received the invitation, I
was thinking that I didn't want to go to
Mexico," said Washington during a pre
game press conference. "I was hoping
to still be participating in the playoffs,
but that didn't work out. This is a great
expenence."
The U.S. team trounced Mexico's collegiate all-stars 53-15, with Wash
ington making the most of his opportunities. He was the second-leading
rusher in the game for the U.S. with 46 yards on nine carries, and led the team
in receiving with catches for 29 yards.
Washington was the fifth Bridgewater player to be invited to the Aztec
Bowl and the third to play in the game. Other Eagles invited over the years
include Davon Cruz (2001), Michael Day (2002), Jermaine Taylor (2003) and
Lawrence Frierson (2004). Cruz and Taylor did not play in the game because
the Eagles were still involved in the NCAA Division III Playoffs.
The trip to Mexico was a fitting reward to cap Washington's four-year ca
reer at Bridgewa
ter. The tailback
from Crozet,
Va., finished his
BC career as the
College's all-time
leading scorer
with 268 points
and he finished
sixth on the
all-time rushing
list with 2,680
yards. ■
Washington

carries the ball in

the Aztec Bowl in

Toluca, Mexico, in
December.

■
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Coach Colbert Accepts New Job
at St. Vincent
Robert Colbert, assistant football coach and offensive coordinator at Bridgewater College,
resigned his position to accept the head coaching job at St. Vincent College in Pennsylvania.
Colbert, who worked at Bridgewater since 1997, has coached football for 36 years. His
move necessitated a reorganization of duties within the BC football department.
Joey Soltis assumed Colbert's duties as offensive coordinator and also continued in his
role at BC as head strength and conditioning coordinator. Stephon Healey, an assistant football
coach and assistant track coach, became assistant strength and
conditioning coordinator and retained his football and track
duties, as well.
The Bridgewater Eagles' offense established new school
records in many areas under Colbert's direction, averaging 444
yards and 39 points a game in the last five seasons and helping
them qualify for the NCAA Division III national playoffs for
five consecutive years. The national playoffs in 2004 represent
ed Colbert's seventh trip to the NCAA tournament as an of
fensive coordinator. He received an AFLAC National Assistant
Coach of the Year Award for Distinguished Service in 2002.
Colbert came to the Shenandoah Valley in 1991 as the
offensive coordinator at James Madison University. The Dukes
participated in the NCAA 1-AA playoffs in 1991 and 1994.
The JMU offense established the top season records in points
scored and yards gained during Colbert's tenure as offensive
coordinator.
A 1971 graduate of the University of Maryland, Colbert
began his coaching career at Gallaudet University, where he
was the youngest college head football coach in the nation in
1971. He spent two seasons at Gallaudet before becoming the
defensive backs coach at Colgate University from 1972-1975.
Bob Colbert
He was also the Colgate baseball coach for three seasons.
Colbert has also been a defensive coordinator at Ohio Wesleyan
(1980-1982), an offensive assistant at Cornell University (1983-1989), Dartmouth College (1990) and
the University of Massachusetts (1996, 1997). He was promoted to offensive coordinator following the
second game of the 1997 season. Cornell was the Ivy League champion in 1988 and Dartmouth was
champion in 1990. He was a defensive staff assistant with the Washington Redskins in 1976. From 1977
- 1979 he was an administrative assistant with the Baltimore Colts in addition to coaching the offensive
backs. Colbert was part of the AFC Pro Bowl staff following the 1977 season. ■ cc
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Five Inducted Into Sports Hall of Fame
Five former star athletes were
inducted into the Bridgewater College
Athletic Hall of Fame on Oct. 14, 2005.
The inductees were Charles Jay DeWitt,
'76; Thomas D. Wright, '76; Bruce C.
Cowan, '72; Donna E. Nichols, '78; and
Nancy Harker Roscher, '76.
During his four years at Bridgewater,
Charles DeWitt played basketball, tennis,
golf and football. As a wide receiver on
the football team, he established several
pass-receiving records and still has sev
eral career receiving marks, including
130 career receptions, most receptions
in a season ( 64) and is tied for most re
ceptions in a game with 11. DeWitt is a
long-time teacher and coach at Waynes
boro High School where he coaches
football, tennis and basketball.
Thomas Wri!!ht finished his career at
Bridgewater as one of the College's most
prolific basketball players. His playing
career ended with 1,112 rebounds - a
record that stands to this day. He also
scored 1,447 career
points, becoming one
of just two players in
College history to fin
ish with at least 1,000

career points and 1,000 career rebounds.
In 1975 Wright was named to the Out
standing College Athletes of America.
Today he is involved in general contract
ing work in Florida.
In his four years on the Bridgewa
ter College football team, Bruce Cowan
rushed for 1,252 yards and averaged
139 yards per game. He scored 13
touchdowns and led the state in scoring
with 91 points. He was named to the
All-Virginia State first team, the All-Ma
son Dixon Conference team and was
an honorable mention selection on the
Little All-American football team. Fol
lowing graduation, he pursued a career
in education.
Donna Nichols's athletic achieve
ments at Bridgewater were in field
hockey and lacrosse. She played in the
field hockey Southeastern Tournament
in 1974 and was a captain on the field
hockey team from 1975-77. In lacrosse,
she is recognized as one of Bridgewater's

all-time greats. She was chosen to com
pete in the national tournament in each
of her four years at the College and was
named All-South district in each of her
four seasons. She is currently an execu
tive with IBM, where she has worked for
22 years.
Nancy Roscher played basketball,
field hockey and lacrosse at Bridgewater. During her two years on the varsity
basketball team and during her senior
season, the team won the state small
college tournament and placed sixth in
the Region II tournament. Roscher also
played four years in field hockey where,
as a senior, she and the Eagles finished
with an 11-6-2 record. In lacrosse, she
was named to the Virginia Women's
Lacrosse Association second team as a
freshman and to the VWLA first team the
next three years. For the past 15 years,
Roscher has assisted her father in his
business. ■ cc

Hall of Fame induct
ees for 2005 were,
from left to riQht
Bruce C. Cowan,
'72; Nancy Harker
Roscher, '76; Donna
E. Nichols, '78;
Charles Jay DeWitt,
'76; and Thomas D.
WriQht, '76.
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connections & transitions...
BC Alumni Meet 50 Years After Startin� BVS
Nine Bridgewater College alumni met with
other members of the 28 th unit of Brethren Volun
teer Service (BVS) at a 50th anniversary gathering
for one weekend in early October. They came
together at the Brethren Service Center in New
Windsor, Md., where 42 volunteers had gathered
in September 1955 for eight weeks of training.
At the reunion, the 17 unit members and four
spouses shared memories of the training period,
their service projects and their lives since BVS.
The nine BC alumni attending were Allen Driver,
'60, Betty Lyons Lednum, '60, Lavonne Ikenberry
Grubb, '59, Marjorie Hare Coppock, '59, Frank
Huffman, '55, Joyce Whitacre Bohn, '60, Fred
Diehl, '60, Elaine Stauffer, '54 and Gene Wampler,
'59.
One day was spent as a service day, process
ing clothing, helping in the SERRV center, and
packing boxes of Health Kits and School Kits.

Another was spent visiting and reminiscing.
Gene Wampler described his work transfer
ring vaccine technology to China, relating that
experience to his childhood in China, while
Marge Coppock reviewed her book Wrestling With
Angles and the moral conflicts facing the Christian
church today.
Fred Diehl described his work with univer
sity students, teaching marine biology as a part
of teaching life skills and Frank Huffman gave a
vivid description of his trip from Laos to London,
largely by motorcycle, which is also covered in his
book Monks and Motorcycles.
The third and final morning, a Sunday, fea
tured a service organized by Elaine Stauffer and
Winoma Spurgeon, remembering deceased mem
bers of the unit and those unable to attend. ■ cc

Unique Weddin�
The former Dale Louise Birkle of the class of 1977, mar
ried Duane Dreer on Oct. 2, 2005. Performing the ceremony
was another classmate - past president of the Alumni Associa
tion Jeff McCartney.
"In Fairfax County, a resident can be sworn in as a one
time marriage celebrant and perform a civil ceremony," said
Dreer. "Rather than ask a stranger to do it, and because Jeff
is a dear friend of both of us, we asked him to do the honors.
He did an absolutely wonderful job!"
Dreer noted that she, Duane and Jeff worked on the
wording of the ceremony, with Jeff providing a brief homily
featuring a quote from his favorite musical artist, Led Zep
plin. The ceremony took place in a large tent set up in the
front yard of the Dreer residence, with 100 people attending,
including BC alums Barbara Kil!!alen, '77, Hope Lloyd Stewart,
'79, Rita Rice, '77, and Cathy Crist, '79. Kilgalen was the maid
of honor.
The Dreers reside in Alexandria.
L to R: Dale Louise <Birkle) Dreer, '77, Jeff McCartney, '77, and
Duane Dreer. McCartney, past president of the Alumni Associa
tion, performed the ceremony with one-time official powers.
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Ellen M. Geisert Passes Away Dec. 14
Bridgewater College lost a valued and much beloved friend on Dec. 14, 2005,
when Ellen Maurine Geisert died at Rockingham Memorial Hospital. Mrs. Geisert
was, for 61 years, wife of former Bridgewater President Wayne F. Geisen and one of
the College's staunchest supporters.
She was born in Republic County, Kan., on Aug. 16, 1922, the daughter of the
Rev. William Warren Gish and Gertrude Luella Gish. She graduated from McPher
son College and taught high-school English in a small town in Kansas. She was also
active in the Church of the Brethren and at various times served as a Sunday School
teacher as well as in other positions.
After her husband returned from World War II, Mrs. Geisen concentrated on nurturing her growing family. This entailed several moves
- from Hamilton, Kan. to North Manchester, Ind., then to McPherson,
Kan., and finally to Bridgewater, Va. She made a loving home for her
family in the several locations that her husband's rising career in educa
tion took her.
Mrs. Geisert wholeheartedly embraced the life of Bridgewater Col
lege, where her husband was president for 3 0 years. An accomplished and
gracious hostess, she not only organized many official college gatherings,
but also got to know by name a great many of the students, taking a per
sonal interest in their lives and accomplishments - an interest that did not
end with the students' graduations.
A strong supporter of athletics, Mrs. Geisert attended both the men's
and women's athletic competitions and banquets. The Geisert Award,
named in honor of the couple, is presented each spring to a male and fe
male student who have demonstrated intercollegiate athletic achievement,
sportsmanship and academic excellence.
In addition to her husband, Mrs. Geisert is survived by her three sons,
Greeorv Wayne Geisen, '72, of Keezletown, Va., Dr. Bradley Kent Geisen,
'73, of Lynchburg, Va., and Dr. Todd Wilfred Geisen, '75, of Gloucester,
Va. Also surviving are daughters-in-law, grandchildren, grand daughter
in-law, grandson-in-law and one great-grandson.
A private burial service was held on the morning of Dec. 21, 2005, with a
public memorial service being held at the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren. The
Rev. Robert E. Alley officiated.
Generous contributors to Bridgewater College, Mrs. Geisert and her husband
set up the E. Maurine and Wayne F. Geisert Scholarship Fund to aid students.
cc
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class notes...
1929

1965

Justus H. Ikenberry of Dal
eville, Va., celebrated his 100th
birthday on Nov. 22, with a fam
ily reunion held in the Roanoke
area, bringing together over 100
cousins from all over the United
States. Ikenberry, a retired fruit
grower, and his wife, the former
Hazel Breeden, have been mar
ried for 65 years.

Ralph MacPhail Jr. has been
named artistic director of the
Gilbert and Sullivan Society
of Austin, Texas. In this role,
MacPhail will direct the annual
summer production and serve as
adviser to the Society's board of
directors on artistic matters. His
first production will be staging
"H.M.S. Pinafore" in Austin
this summer.
Eileen Rowland-Aist has retired
from elementary education in
Calvert County Public Schools
and has moved from Maryland
to Davidson, N.C.

1968
1952
The Rev. Orville Gardner ofln
dianapolis was a greeter for the
U.S. Grand Prix racecar driving
competition. He also served as a
greeter for the American-Euro
pean Solheim Cup in women's
golf at Crooked Stick Golf Club
in Indianapolis.

1962
P. Jane Crumpacker Brown
of Richmond, Va., has writ
ten a book, Diamonds Among
the Coal published by Author
House. The book deals with the
choice people make of living in
pain when bad things happen or
looking for the positive. Within
a three-year span, Brown lost
a husband, a father and two
brothers to death, dealt with
a son's cancer and two of her
children's broken marriages.
She plans to donate all profits
to the building program at her
church.

Mike Guinn, one of "Doc"
Jopson's former sprinters, cel
ebrated his 60th birthday by run
ning in the Wineglass Marathon
(26.2 miles) in Corning, N.Y.
His time qualified him for the
Boston Marathon in April 2006.
Guinn lives in Cross Keys, Va.,
with his wife Ka.

1970
Steve Hollin!!er has accepted a
Church of the Brethren Volun
teer Service (BYS) assignment
with the Brethren Service Cen
ter in New Windsor, Md. The

I
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Sally Santonastaso Treonze
has been named a contributing
editor of Taste of Home maga
zine. She is the foods instructor
at J.P. Case Middle School 111
Flemington, N.J.

1973
Joni Walton Truscott of Ha
nover, Va., and a third-grade
teacher at Goochland Elemen
tary School, was inducted into
the Goochland Educators Hall
of Fame in October. The hall
of fame honors teachers, with a
minimum of 25 years of service,
who have given outstanding
service in elementary and sec
ondary education.

1974
Rick Claybrook is in his 12'h
year as deputy commonwealth's
attorney for Harrisonburg and
Rockingham County. He com
pleted the Political Leaders Pro
gram at the Sorensen Institute
for Political Leadership at the
University of V irginia. He serves
as chair of the planning commis
sion for the town of Broadway,
Va., and has completed terms
of service as president of the
Harrisonburg/Rockingham Bar
Association and chair of the

Steve HollinQer
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center is home to a variety of
denominational and ecumeni
cal programs that respond to
human need around the world.
Most recently, Hollinger was
president of Construction Op
tions Inc. in Haymarket, Va., a
company that provides safety
consulting, risk management
services to contractors in the
Washington metropolitan area.
He is a charter member of the
Brethren Housing Corporation,
a non-profit organization that
provides affordable housing
for Manassas, Va. and Prince
William County.

Republican Party of Rocking
ham County.
or. Wally Landes has completed
20 years of service as senior pas
tor at the Palmyra (Pa.) Church
of the Brethren. He is serving
a two-year term as board chair
for the Association of Brethren
Caregivers. He also serves on
the Brethren Journal Associa
tions editorial board, which is
responsible for publication of
Brethren Life and Thought and
is an adjunct instructor in the
religious studies department at
Elizabeth College. He is enjoy
ing an empty nest with his wife,
the former Bonnie Simmonds.

1975
For over 25 years, Rebekah Coe
waener has directed a home
for young female interns in
Washington, D.C. dedicated to
encouraging them in their faith
and mentoring them in the prin
ciples of discipleship taught by
Jesus as outlined in the Gospels.
She lives with her husband, Ken,
in Annapolis, Md.

1978
Kathy Gould Johnson and Phil
lip Avery Barber were married
July 2, 2004. The couple lives
in V inton, Va.

1979
Beth Votaw and Philip M. Loux
were married on Sept. 18, 2004.
Beth earned a doctorate in psy
chology from the Adler School
of Professional Psychology in
Chicago. The couple lives in
Eugene, Ore.

1981
Kristin Whitehurst and Todd
Keenan adopted a daughte�
Katherine "Katie" Elizabeth
Keenan, born in Guatemala

Aug. 26, 2004 and received for
adoption May 1, 2005. The
family, which also includes a
son, lives in Elmhurst, Ill.

1982
David R. Miller and carol Lena
Griffith MUler, '86, have a
second son, Zeb Cosner, born
July 11. The family lives in
Elkton, Md.

1984
Dr. John T. Carmack and Karin
have a second son, Harrison
Cooper, born March 25, 2005.
The family lives in Sandston,
Va.

his wife Clara and son, Jasper
CTazz), live in Vienna, Va.

1986
Michele carpenter Cruz of
Nashville, N.C., has been se
lected for the 2006 diamond
anniversary issue of Who's
Who in America. Cruz is owner
and operator of C2Printing &
Design Inc. She also is a news
correspondent for the Nashville
Graphic newspaper, and volun
teers with Rocky Mount Down
East Radio Reading Service
and area decency group Cause
& Concern. She is the curator
for the Quigless Clinic-Hospital
Historic Exhibit in Tarboro,
N.C. She teaches art locally and
her oil painting, "Flight 71,"
was a top winner in the 2002
Icarus International Art Exhibit
and Competition held in Kitty
Hawk, N.C.

\

Harrison Cooper Carmack

1985
Dou!! Allison has returned
from a three-year assignment
with the American Embassy in
Rabat, Morocco, where he was
the security attache and senior
law enforcement representative
for the U.S. to the Kingdom of
Morocco. Following his return,
Allison earned an M.S. degree in
national resource strategy at the
Industrial College of the Armed
Forces in Washington, D.C. He
currently is executive director
of the Overseas Security Advi
sory Council, a federal advisory
committee under the auspices of
the Secretary of State. Allison,
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Michele Cruz and son Jasper

Carol Lena Griffith Miller (see
David R. Miller, '82).

1987
Aaron Jacob Willoughby Def
fenbaugh was born on August
2, 2005 to Carolyn Willouf!hby,
and Barron Deffenbaugh. Aaron

Deffenbaugh (center)

Cpl. Andy Muncy participates
in the Mid-Atlantic Police Motorcycle Competition
See class note following page

joins older sister Emilie and
brother Drew.

mates at kellylvandenberg@
hotmail.com.

1988

1989

Betty Jo Walton Fulf!hum and
Mathew have a son, Mathew
Walton, born May 16, 2003.
Betty Jo continues working as
a pharmacist supervisor for
NeighborCare pharmacy. The
family, which includes another
son and a daughter, lives in
Midlothian, Va.

Sabrina Dolly Shiflett (see
Timothy R. Shiflett, '88).

Timothy R. Shiflett and Sabrina
Dolly Shiflett, '88, have both
received job promotions. Timo
thy is plant superintendent at
Alcoa, and Sabrina is director of
the Family Birthplace at Rock
ingham Memorial Hospital. The
Shifletts also have just built a
new house about a mile down
the road from where they lived
in Bridgewater, Va.
Kelly McCoy VandenBer!! is an
education specialist part-time
for Wrangell S. Elias National
Park in Alaska. In addition, she
is a volleyball coach and substi
tute teacher for Copper River
School district. VandenBerg
lives in south central Alaska,
with her husband Tom and two
daughters. She would enjoy
hearing from friends and class-

In August, Kenneth s. Stroupe
Jr. of Stanley, Va., was named
by Virginia Gov. Mark Warner
to serve as chief of staff for the
University of V irginia Center
for Politics and director of the
National Youth Leadership
Initiative.

1990
Man B. Garber and Lisa have
their second daughter, Taylor
Matigan, born Oct. 6. The fam
ily lives in San Antonio.
Dr. Barbe J. Glenn earned a
doctor of veterinary medicine
degree from Kansas State Uni
versity in 2001. She completed a
small animal internship in medi
cine and surgery at a specialty
hospital in Albuquerque, N.M.
Currently She practices in Ari
zona, and plans to open a small
animal hospital in 2006.
Fonda Harlow and Rick Morris
were married July 9. Fonda is in
her 16th year of teaching fourth ►

■
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grade in the Augusta County
Schools. She was selected for
the 2005 edition of Who's Who
Among America's Teachers
and/or Coaches. The couple,
along with their three blended
children, live on a small farm
in New Hope, Va., where they
raise and train horses.
carol Ann Miller of Lake Mary,
Fla., is a professional services
and training specialist for Har
land Financial Solutions. She
travels extensively throughout
the U.S. and Canada conducting
software training at financial
institutions.

at West V irginia University
School of Medicine in 1994. In
1997, she was certified by the
American Board of Pediatrics
and is a Fellow of the American
Academy of Pediatrics. She and
her husband, Dr. Jon Tomei,
have two children.

1991
John M. Coleman and Wanda
have a son, John Stephen, born
Aug. 9. The family lives in
Lynchburg, Va.
cvnthia Masters Rupe and Da•
vid L. Rupe, '94, have a second
son, Evan William, born Dec.
13, 2004. The Rupes live in
Radford, Va.

1993

Evan William Rupe with older
brother Zane David

Cpl . Andy Muncy, with the
Rockingham County Sheriff 's
Office won the 26th annual
Mid-Atlantic Police Motorcycle
Competition held in Alexandria,
Va. A motor officer since 2000,
he competed against 90 other
motor officers from all over the
U.S. /See photo previous page)
Robyn Norcross Sherman and
Wesley have a son, Kaden Walk
er, born Nov. 28, 2003. Robyn is
a teacher at Rockbridge County
High School. The family, which
includes two other children,
lives in Stuarts Draft, Va.
Dr. Susan B. Smith has joined
Harrisonburg Pediatrics. She
received her medical degree

28
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Bel inda Thacker Haaesma
and Andy have a daughter,
Samantha Carol, born Oct. 5.
Belinda is an employee relations
specialist Computer Sciences
Corporation. She also is fund
raising chair for Dachshund
Rescue of North America Inc.
The Haagsmas, who also have
a son, live in Ashburn, Va.
Valerie A. Bise Martinez and
Fernando have a daughte�
Victoria Lee, born Aug. 14. The
family lives in Lorton, Va.

grade for Goochland County
Public Schools. The family lives
in Glen Allen, Va.
Timothy Allan Harpine and
Brandi Michelle Embres were
married Oct. 8. Timothy is a
warranty administrator at Truck
and Equipment Corp. The cou
ple lives in Bridgewater, Va.
Krista Seeli!! Rosensteel, a
Mechanicsburg Middle School
teacher, was named Pennsylva
nia's History Teacher of the Year
by the Gilder Lehrman Institute
of American History and Pre
serve America. She received a
$1,000 honorarium and a core
archive of history books and
materials was donated to the
Mechanicsburg Middle School
library. Inaugurated in 2004,
the History Award is designed
to promote and celebrate the
teaching of American history in
classrooms across the U.S.
David L. Rupe (see Cy nthia
Masters Rupe, '91).

1995
Tara Huffman Bowman and
Daryl have a daughter, Reagan,
born June 24, 2004. The family,
which also includes a son, lives
in Woodstock, Va.

Eli Patrick William Leith

1996
Kevin Botkin and Susan have
a daughter, Kaley James, born
Nov. 13. The family lives in
Milford, Va.
Misti Liane Fulk and Kenneth
Ray Wheelbarger were married
Sept. 10. Misti is a preschool
teacher for Rockingham County
Public Schools. The couple lives
in Bridgewater, Va.
Emily Hudf!ins Hall and J.C.
have a son, Jaxson, born Dec.
21, 2004. The family lives in
Fredericksburg, Va.

1994
Beth <iammon Alvis and Brian
have twin girls, Anna Claire
and Megan Elizabeth, born Jan.
24, 2005. Beth teaches second

Anf!ela Anderson Stroop and
Brian have their first child, a
daughter, Brianna Elizabeth,
born Aug. 15. The Stroops live
in Jacksonville, Fla.

Walker and Reagan Bowman
Anna Claire and
Megan Elizabeth Alvis

Valerie Frech Leith and Michael
have a son, Eli Patrick William,
born April 16. Valerie is a stay
at-home mom for the couple's
three children. The family lives
in Clearville, Pa.

William E. Wi!kerson Jr., and
Tonya have their second daugh
ter, Rylee Alyssa, born Sept. 30.
The family lives in Crewe, Va.

1997
Patricio Arboleda has resigned
his role as regional controller
for the Latin America Supply
Chain Organization of Novartis,
a Multinational Pharmaceutical
Company in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
He and his wife, Belen, have
moved to England where he is
pursuing an MBA degree at the
University of Oxford.
Jeremy K. Chandler and Ta
batha Noel Dean were married
June 25. Jeremy is a real estate
investor with Chandler Proper
ties LLC in Harrisonburg, Va.,
where the couple lives.
Shannon Elizabeth Childress
and Michael-James Gannon
McFearin were married Oct. 1.
Shannon is a property manager
for Simply Storage Management
and serves in the United States
Navy Reserves. The couple lives
in Richmond, Va.
David Jeffrey Palmer and Su
sannah Grace Bortner were
married June 18. David is on
the managerial staff at Starbucks
Coffee Co. in Manhattan.

1998
Michael P. Sinesi of The Univer
sity of Sciences in Philadelphia,
was named volleyball Coach of
the Year by the Central Atlantic
Collegiate Conference.

1999
Dr. Melissa R. Groft earned
her master's and Ph.D. degrees
in adapted physical education
from the University of Virginia.
She is assistant professor of
kinesiology at Longwood Uni
versity in the Physical Education
Teacher Preparation Program.

Kimberley Bin!!ham Kithcart
and her husband Michael have
moved to Sardinia, Italy for
three years.

Christopher Allan Neil and R.
Dawn Hanes, '03, were married
Sept. 10. The couple lives in
Keezletown, Va.

Greeory A. Miller and Krista
have a son, Corbin Jay, born
Nov. 3. The family lives in
Bridgewater, Va.

Melanie N. Al!!er Sullivan and
Jamey have a son, Kylar Bryce,
born April 20. Melanie earned a
master's degree and a doctorate
in physical therapy from Shenan
doah University. She is a physical
therapist for Rockingham Me
morial Hospital working at the
East Rockingham Health Center.
The family lives in Shenandoah,
Va. (See Photo ► )

Dan and Sarah Lusker Reynolds
have a daughter, Abigail Anne,
born Sept. 6. Dan is head ath
letic trainer at Mt. Vernon High
School and Sarah is director of
catalog and Web maintenance
for Fahrney's Pens. The family
lives in Upper Marlboro, Md.

2001
Samuel R. Crockett of Harri
sonburg, Va., earned a master of
arts degree in government, with
a concentration in public policy
on May 7, 2005 at Regent Uni
versity in V irginia Beach.

:••

·.

..,i:.

Abigail Anne Reynolds

Katherine Clark Spencer and
Austin Clinton Hnath were mar
ried Oct. 9. Katherine earned a
master in education degree in
elementary counseling from The
Citadel College of Graduate and
Professional Studies. She is a
guidance counselor at Dubose
Middle School in Summerville,
S.C., where the couple lives.

2000

Dr. Cara Kistler of Arlington,
Va., has graduated from the
Medical College of Ohio and is
in residency at Georgetown.

2002
Mitchel Eric Bau!!her and Jayme
Elizabeth Langford were mar
ried Sept. 3. Mitchel is a man
ager at Woodstone Meadows
Golf Course at Great Eastern
Resort Massanutten. The couple
lives in Elkton, Va.

Keri Danton Johnston and
Adam have their first child, a
daughter, Emma Grace, born
May 1. Keri, a former preschool
special education teacher, is cur
rently a stay-at-home mom. The
family lives in Kailua, Hawaii.
(See Photo ► )
Barbara Bri!!ham Mowery was
one of three artists featured at
A Step Above Art Gallery in
historic Berlin, Md., in the fall
of 2005. For her exhibit, she
presented some of her colorful
paintings.

C
I
a
s
s
n
0
I
e
s

Kylar Bryce Sullivan

Lois Weaver Horst and Roland
have their first child, a son,
Amos Wayne, born Aug. 5. The
family lives in Mt. Crawford,
Va.
Ryan Eric Keebau!!h and Kris
ten Renee Bashlor, '04, were
married Sept. 10. Ryan earned a
master's degree in music compo
sition in 2004 from Shenandoah
University, and is employed
by Grace United Methodist
Church. Kristen is a medical
technologist at W i nchester
Medical Center. The couple
lives in Middletown, Va.

2003
Ian scon Cherry and Heather
Marie Clem were married June
11. Ian is a systems technician at
Eagle Security in Stephens City,
Va. Heather earned a master's
degree in early childhood edu
cation and is a second-grade
teacher in the Harrisonburg
City Schools. The couple lives
in Timberville, Va.
R. Dawn Hanes (see Christo
pher Allan Neil, '00).

2004
Kristen Renee Bashlor (see
Ryan Eric Keebaugh, '02).
Emma Grace Johnston

■

Winer 20061 29

C
I
a
s
s
n
0
t
e
s
Jordan Blevins has been award
ed the first scholarship from
the Peace Studies Scholarship
Program at Westminster Church
of the Brethren. He is in the
second year of a dual degree
program - a master in theo
logical studies at Wesley Theo
logical Seminary and a master in
international peace and conflict
studies at American University
- both located in Washington,
D.C.
Danielle David Grinnen of
Irvington, Va., exhibited large
abstract paintings at Rappah
annock Westminster-Canter
bury as its artist of the Month
for April 2005. She works at
Randall J. Kipp Architecture,
where she does drawings and
three-dimensional models of
houses under way and works
with clients on color, space and
textures.
Heather Nicole Ri!!ney and
Robert James W ilharm were
married May 28. Heather is
employed by the law firm of
Wharton, Aldhizer and Weaver
in Harrisonburg, Va. The couple
lives in Dayton, Va.
April Spittle of McLean, Va., is
assistant to the chair and works
on corporate communications
for Galen Capital Group LLC.

2005
Allison S. Elfreth graduated
from the U.S. Coast Guard
Recruit Training Center in
Cape May, N.J. During the
eight-week program, Elfreth
completed a vigorous curricu
lum of academics and practical
instruction on water safety and
survival, military customs and
courtesies, seamanship skills,
first aid, fighting and marks
manship. A major emphasis is
also placed on physical fitness,
health and wellness.
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Patience A. Hannawald and
Timothy Walz were married
July 30. The couple lives in
Newark, Del.
Tasha Elizabeth Harner and
Matthew Stephen Layne were
married Aug. 20. Tasha is em
ployed by Blue Ridge Court
Services. The couple lives in
Verona, Va.
Aria Leah Ritchie and Eric
James Blewett were married
on May 28. The couple lives in
Bridgewater, Va.
Jessica Renee vest and Chris
topher Douglas Brevard were
married June 25. Jessica is em
ployed at Kid's Harbor Daycare
in Harrisonburg, Va. The couple
lives in Elkton, Va.

2006
Bryan Michael Blewen and Kel
lie Marie Morris were married
July 2. Bryan is a carpenter at
Bryan Nesselrodt Construc
tion in Mount Crawford, Va.
The couple lives in Broadway,
Va. ■

memorials
Maude Boitnon, '27, of Roa
noke, Va., died Sept. 15, 2004.
Helen Crumpacker Flory, '27,
of Montgomery, Ill., died Aug.
19, at the age of 98. Following
the death of her first husband,
Quentin Flora, Flory operated
their orchard business for a
time before earning a licensed
practical nursing degree from
Medical College of Richmond.
She was a public health nurse
in Richmond prior to becoming
dormitory director at Bridgewa
ter College. She was a member
of First Presbyterian Church of
Aurora and a past president of
Church Women United. She is
survived by her second husband,
John s. Flory Jr., '32. Also
among her survivors a son, Dr.
James Flora, '52, of Frederick,
Md.; a step-daughter, Lynn
Flory Riner, '68, of Harrison
burg, Va.; a brother, Dr. Ed!!ar
L. Crumpacker, '38, of Chester,
Conn.; and a sister, Frances
Crumpacker Solenbereer, '39,
of Winchester, Va.
An!!elene Chapman Newman,
'32, of Bridgewater, Va., died
Feb. 15, 2005.
John c. Harshbareer Sr., '33,
of Weyers Cave, Va., died Oct.
21, at the age of 97. He was a
carpenter who helped remodel
President Woodrow Wilson's
birthplace in Staunton, Va. He
served with the U.S. Inspection
service after which he taught
agriculture to veterans of the
G.I. Bill. He became a full-time
dairy farmer around 1950.
Harshbarger was a member of
Summit Church of the Brethren.
He was the last living charter
member of the first chapter
of Future Farmers of America.
Among his survivors is a son, Dr.

John Carl Harshbareer Jr., '57,
of Arlington, Va.
Vera Woodie Mitchell, '33, of
Slidell, La., died Aug. 13, at the
age of 93. She studied at both
the Bethany Seminary in Chi
cago, Ill., and the University of
Virginia in Charlottesville, Va.
She taught in the Roanoke City
Public School system for eight
years and also the Rockingham
County Public Schools for eight
years. She taught piano and was
a former church choir director.
She is survived by her husband
of 71 years, the Rev. S. Earl
Mitchell, '32. Also among her
survivors is a son, Lt. Col. Da
vid Earl Mitchell '65, of Santa
Maria, Calif.
The Rev. Wilma Bittin!!er
waybri!!ht, '34, of Kingwood,
WVa., died June 18, at the age
of 93. A minister in the Church
of the Brethren for 61 years,
she was a member of Brookside
Church of the Brethren. She
graduated from West V irginia
University and took correspon
dence courses from Shepherd
College and Columbia Institute
in Chicago. Among her survi
vors are two sons, Glenn Way
bri!!ht, '55, of Leesburg, Fla.,
and Wendell waybri!!ht, '63,
of Plainville, Mass.
H. Denis Hoover, '35, of Win
chester, Va., died Oct. 9.
Sara Myers Jordan, '38, of
Richmond, Va., died Nov. 28,
at the age of 95. She was a
teacher, a trained vocalist and
worked part time in the office at
Emporia Sash and Door Co., the
family business. As a volunteer,
she held leadership positions in
Main Street United Methodist
Church, the Riparian Women's
Club, Greensville Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary, the Girl
Scouts and Meherrin River Arts
Council. Among her survivors is
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a sister, Kathryn Myers Miller,
'38, of Ashland, Va., and a
brother, James w. Myers, '50,
of McGaheysville, Va.
The Rev. Virtil Dennis Weimer,
'39, of Mt. Morris, Ill., and
formerly of Elgin, Ill., died Dec.
9, at the age of 94. An ordained
minister in the Church of the
Brethren, Weimer served pastor
ates in Ames, Okla., Haxtun,
Colo., Twin Falls, Idaho, Lena,
Ill., and Batavia, before retiring
in 1983. He earned a bachelor
of divinity degree from Bethany
Biblical Seminary in Chicago.
Sara Anna Wampler Baxter,
'40, of Mount Solon, Va., died
Oct. 29, at the age of 88. She
grew up in China with her fam
ily, who served as missionaries
until 1936. She lived in Mary
land for 42 years before moving
to the Augusta County area
where she lived with her daugh
ter and son-in-law for 10 years.
She was a member of Moscow
Church of the Brethren. Among
her survivors are two brothers,
Dr. E. Jospeh Wampler, '58,
of Santa Cruz, Calif., and Dr.
D. Eutene Wampler, '59, of
Harleysville, Pa.
Dr. Edith Kern, '41, of New
York City, died Sept. 29, at the
age of 93. She received her
Ph.D. in Romance languages
and literature at Johns Hopkins
University, was professor of
comparative literature at the
graduate school of the Universi
ty of Washington and then held
the Doris Silbert Professorship
in the Humanities at Smith Col
lege. She authored several books
and won such distinguished
fellowships as the Guggenheim,
Bollingen, Yaddo, Rockefeller
and Harvard-Radcliffe. Kern
wrote the first scholarly article
on Samuel Beckett to appear in
the United States. She served as
president of the Modern Lan-

guage Association in 1976-77,
only the fifth woman so hon
ored since the MLA's founding
in 1884. She was recognized
as Bridgewater's Distinguished
Alumnus in 1985 and pre
sented an honorary doctorate
in 2002.
Barbara Zitler Glick, '42, of
Lancaster, Pa., died Sept. 19, at
the age of 85. She attended BC
and Virginia Medical College in
Richmond, Va., before pursuing
further studies at Roosevelt Col
lege in Chicago and Millersville
(Pa.) University. She earned a
degree as a registered nurse and
was a staff nurse in hospitals
in Richmond, Chicago and
Lancaster. Glick was a member
of the Church of the Brethren
for many years before joining
the Church of the Apostles in
Lancaster after retiring in the
mid-1980s. She was a member
of various church committees
and was co-founder of the
Heritage and Horizons program
at the Church of the Apostles,
and served on the Music and
Worship Commission of the
Lancaster Church of the Breth
ren in the 1960s. She was a den
mother for the Cub Scouts and
volunteered for the Red Cross
Blood Program and Meals on
W heels. She is survived by her
husband, Dr. G. Wayne Glick,
'41, of Lancaster. Also among
her survivors are two brothers,
J. Hiram Zitler and Jacob s.
Zitler, both class of 1939 and
from Bridgewater, Va.
Rosalie Miller Bitts, '46, of
North Springfield, Va., died
Oct. 28, at the age of 80. She
was a teacher in Albermarle
County, Va. before moving
to Clemson, S.C., where she
became a full-time homemaker
and mother of two daughters.
In 1958, the family moved to
Fairfax County Va., where she
was an active member in the

First Presbyterian Church of
Annandale, participating in a
women's circle group, teaching
Bible School and helping with
youth choir programs. She also
served as a volunteer in the
Fairfax County public schools,
the Parent/Teacher Association
and the Girl Scouts.
James C. Wilkins, '46, of
Bridgewater, Va., died Sept.
30, following a long illness. He
was 80. He served as a statisti
cian in the Air Force during
World War II and the Korean
Conflict. A certified land sur
veyor, he was the founder of
James C. Wilkins & Associates
in Harrisonburg, Va., design
ing many of the subdivisions
in Rockingham and surround
ing counties from 1960-1980.
After retiring in 1980, he and
Caroline, his wife of 54 years,
moved to Tappahannock, Va.,
where they lived until return
ing to the Shenandoah Valley
in 1997. He was a member of
St. Stephen's United Church of
Christ in Harrisonburg.
waiter R. Trobauth Jr., '48, of
Harrisonburg, Va., died Sept.
25, at the age of 79. A member
of the U.S. Army, he served in
active duty in Germany dur
ing World War II. He worked
for his dad at Rockingham
Construction Co., before join
ing Nielsen Construction Co.,
where he became co-owner and
worked for 32 years retiring as
president and chief executive
officer in 1988. He served on
various boards including the
former Rockingham National
Bank, Harrisonburg Electric
Commission, Zoning Appeals
and the Planning Commission.
He was a life-long member of
First Presbyterian Church where
he served as a deacon. He 1s
survived by his wife, Joan.

Anna Mary Click Gaither, '49,
of Harrisonburg, Va., died Oct.
31, at the age of 77. She was
office services supervisor for
the Rockingham-Harrisonburg
Health Department for 37
years before retiring in 1987.
She was a member and served
as organist for Sangersville
Church of the Brethren before
joining Asbury United Method
ist Church. Among her survivors
is a brother, Maurice Click, '50,
of Olympia, Wash.
Harry R. Byrd, '50, of Dayton,
Va., died Oct. 2, at the age
of 76. After graduating from
Bridgewater College, he worked
as a school teacher, at Merck
and Walker, before owning and
operating Blue Ridge Vaults. He
was a member of Dayton United
Methodist Church and a former
member of the Rockingham
County Board of Supervisors.
He also was a past president of
Bridgewater College's Ripples
Society. He is survived by his
wife, Nancy. Also among his
survivors are two brothers,
Edward Byrd, '52, of Dayton,
Va., and Richard Byrd, '53, of
Warrenton, Va.; and a grand
daughter, Bonnie Byrd '08,
from Akron, Ohio.
Shirly B. Kiter, '50, of Waynes
boro, Va., died Sept. 22. He
is survived by his wife, Jane
Thomas Kiter, '53.
Arlyn s. Arnold, '53, of Pe
tersburg, WVa., died Dec. 16,
at the age of 75. He was the
owner and operator of Arnold
Funeral Home in Petersburg for
25 years, and was a member of
Petersburg Memorial Church
of the Brethren. Arnold was a
member of the Petersburg Fire
Company for 30 years, where
he served as president and vice
president. He also was mayor
of Petersburg for eight years.
He is survived by his wife, the
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former Mary Helen Click, '52.
Also among his survivors is a
daughter, MarQaret Arnold, '89,
of Harrisonburg, Va.
Wilbur L. <iarst, '53, of Macon,
Ga., died June 6. He is survived
by his wife, Edna.
Fred William "Billy" Childress,
'58, of Christiansburg, Va., died
Sept. 19, at the age of 68. He
became a postal carrier and was
working in that capacity when
he was involved in an accident,
sustaining injuries that would be
permanent. In March 1981, he
was designated Virginia Tech's
number one fan of basketball.
Doris <iroff <iarland, '60, of
Elizabethtown, Pa., died Nov.
25, at the age of 6 8. After
attending BC, she graduated
from Millersville University and
received an equivalent master's
degree in education. She taught
special education for 30 years
in Pennsylvania and Maryland
public schools. She was a mem
ber of Elizabethtown Church
of the Brethren, where she was
involved with the worship cen
ter committee. She is survived
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by Gerald, her husband of 36
years.
James Edward RiddleberQer,
'62, of Mount Solon, Va., died
Dec. 13, at the age of 66. He was
a retired chief executive officer
of Riddleberger Brothers, and
was an avid hunter and fisher
man. He was a lifetime member
of the Bridgewater Fire Depart
ment. He is survived by his wife,
Joan. Also among his survivors
is a son, Jeffrey RiddleberQer,
'90, of Dayton, Va.
Robert L. Blosser, '63, of An
nandale, Va., died Aug. 4, of
pancreatic cancer. He was 68.
He served in the Military Police
for the U.S. Army for two years
in Albuquerque, N.M. and
worked at the FBI lab in Wash
ington, D.C. He was founder
and president of Acoustical
Ceilings Inc., a company he
owned for over 35 years. He is
survived by his wife, Bernice.
Richard A. Bowman, '69, of
Hagerstown, Md., died Sept.
11, at the age of 58. Before
moving to Hagerstown, he was
executive director of Friendship
Industries in Harrisonburg, Va.

He retired as president and
chief executive officer of Fah
rney-Keedy Memorial Home,
where he received a lifetime
achievement award and was a
member of the board of trustees.
In 2003, a wing was re-named in
his honor, T he Bowman Center
formerly known as San Mar.
A member of the Hagerstown
Church of the Brethren, he
was served as a deacon, church
board chair, peace counselor,
Sunday school teacher, usher
and van driver. A 35-month
cancer survivor, he founded and
developed Chemo Friendly Res
taurants, where cancer patients
can order samples of foods or
smaller portion meals. He is
survived by his wife of 37 years
Carolyn. Also among his survi
vors is a brother, Daniel L. Bow
man, '73, of Hagerstown.
John Frederick Lanham, '74, of
Middleburg, Va., died April 28,
at the age of 5 3. He is survived
by his wife Nanette.
Alison Yowell Pazmino, '95,
of Manassas, Va., died Oct. 17,
at the age of 32. She taught
French at Metz Middle School
in Manassas before moving to

Japan, where she taught English
and trained Japanese teachers
in English language curriculum
development. After earning a
master's degree in English from
George Mason University, she
spent time in Southern Cali
fornia teaching English before
returning to Virginia where she
taught in the Loudoun County
School System. In 2003, she
joined the staff of the Journal
of the Virginia Writing Project
as an editor. Alison's Bill was
recently presented before the
Virginia State Assembly regard
ing teachers taking medical
leave for illness without losing
benefits. She was a member of
Marshall Baptist Church. She is
survived by her husband, Peter,
whom she married on Aug. 6,
2005.
<iinQer Eddins McCain, '99, of
Charlottesville, Va., died in a
car accident on Sept. 19. She
was a human resources special
ist for the University of V ir
ginia School of Nursing. She is
survived by her husband, Glen,
and three-year-old daughter
Grace.

ART
March 13-April 7
This Whole Experiment of
Green
Prints on paper and cast plaster
an: the vehicles for artist Kris
lden's exploration of the forest.
April 12-26
Juried Student Show
An exhibition of student artwork.
May 1-14
Senior Thesis Exhibition
Graduating art majors showcase
their best work.
LECTURES & CINEMA
March 23
Linda Hogan, author
W. Harold Row Endowed Lecture
Acclaimed Chickasaw author
Linda Hogan's work concerns
the traditional indigenous view
of, and relationship to the
land, animals and plants, and
often incorporates a feminist
perspective with descriptions of
women's lives and feelings.
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.-Cole Hall
March 28
Dennis R. Reigle, Arthur
Anderson L. L. P.
Woodrow Wilson Foundation and the Scott
Endowment for Business Ethics

Former managing director of
human resources and partner
matters, North America,
for Arthur Andersen L.L.P.,
Reigle has more than 25
years experience working in
recruitment, educational, and
philanthropic areas.
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.-Cole Hall

Rwandan Parliament, Sebarenzi
worked to improve the
government and fought against
corruption until an assassination
plot against him forced him to
seek exile in the U.S.
Monday, 7:30 p.m.-Cole Hall
MUSIC

March 30

Cinema Series: The Birds

Alfred Hitchcock's classic thriller,
"The Birds," is featured.
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.-Cole Hall
April 6

Columbine

Anna B. Mow Endowed Lecture
Dana Scott, the sister of Rachel
Scott, one of the students killed
at Columbine High School in
I 999, speaks about character
and anti-violence using Rachel's
story and by performing "Watch
the Lamb," a drama that Rachel
performed at Columbine.
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.-Cole Hall

April 23
BC Concert Choir, Chorale and
Handbell Choir
Dr. Jesse Hopkins, conductor
Sunday, 7:30 p.m.-Carter Center
THEATRE
March 16-19
Theatre at Bridgewater College presents

March 2
Iona
Partially funded by the Virginia Commission
for the Arts
Celtic music comes alive through
the performance of this high
energy, pan-Celtic group that
educates its audiences about
the music as well as entertains
them with stories and traditions
of North America's Celtic
immigrants.
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.-Cole Hall

By Ingmar Bergman
"Nora" is a riveting psychological
drama about love, marriage
and one woman's attempt
to find herself. The play is a
contemporary telling of Henrik
Ibsen's Victorian drama, ''A Doll's
House."
Thursday-Saturday 8 p.m.; Sun.
3 p.m.-Cole Hall

April 12
BC Jazz Band
Dr. John DeSotel, conductor
Wednesday, 8 p.m.-Cole Hall

A three-play showcase of student
directorial and acting talent.
Thursday-Saturday 8 p.m.;
Sunday 3 p.m.-Cole Hall

Nora

April 27-29

Student-Directed One-Acts

April 24

Joseph Sebarenzi,
Rwanda

Harry and Ina Shank
Educational Fund
As the former
Speaker of the

The C/eo Driver Miller Art Gallery is located off the main lobby of the Kline Campus Center. The gallery is open daily, 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Event Tickets: Required for Lyceums and Theatre at Bridgewater productions (see below). All other events are free and tickets are not required.
Lyceums: $13 adults/ $10 seniors, non-BC students, children. Tickets sold only at the door beginning one hour before the performance.
Theatre at Bridgewater: $6 adults/$5 seniors, non-BC students, children. RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED.For reservations, call (540) 828-8000
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WE WANT

INCLUDE YOUR NEWS IN
CLASS NOTES
Keep in touch with your classmates!
Share your career and address changes,
promotions, awards, marriages, babies,
retirements, etc. Photos are welcome
and will be used whenever space per
mits. (Note: photos sent via e-mail must

be scanned at 350 dpi or higher and
saved as a .tif or .jpeg.)

Send your news to:
Bridgewater Alumni Magazine
Box 180, Bridgewater College
Bridgewater, VA 22812-1599
e-mail:
AlumNews@Bridgewater.edu

TO

HEAR FROM

YOU!

NAME: ____________________ CLASS: _ ___
(please include maiden name)

S P OUSE'S NAME: _______________ BC CLASS: ---ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________________

HOME PH: __________ E-MAIL: ____________

□ Yes, add to "Alumni Address Exchange" on BC web

OCCUPATION/TITLE: ____________________
BUSINESS NAME:

---------------------------

ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP: __________________

---------------- BUSINESS PH: ------------

NEWS: (please spell out abbreviations)
TODAY'S DATE:_!_ I_

Save the Date
Relive your years
at Bridgewater and
reconnect with friends!

Alumni Weekend 2006

April 21-22
The class of 1956 will be inducted
into the Ripples Society.
Other classes in reunion - 1931, 1936, 1941,
1946, 1951, 1961 and 1966
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